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From weavers’ 
co-op, Kerala 
can read 
much more 
ut coir, the 
social background 
to these mats, and 
order online at 
Onevillage.com 

©01608 81 181 I 



And we believe that COIR is the 
most robust natural fibre for floormats. 
Coir comes from coconut 
husks and contains more 
lignin, a complex woody 
chemical, ana less 
cellulose than other fibres. 

That is why our coir is 
so tough. Order online 
or visit One Village 
Worldshop in Woodstock. 



Our coir mats are tightly 
woven and made on the loom 
to the finished size - not cut 
from rolls . The structure of 
our mats is therefore 
superior to other coir. 



3x2M 

£90 



2.5x 



0.75M 



£30 



2x1. 3M 

£40 



UK delivery 
£3.50 per order 



1.5x1 M 

£23 



lx 

0.65 

£11 
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Prayer (^reflection 



The light shines in the darkness 



Colin Fletcher reflects on the 
way Rembrandt brings light 
into a dark stable in this 
nativity scene. 



S ome pictures stand out a mile 
- and this is one of them. I saw 
it earlier this year for the first 
time when I was visiting 
Munich. It hangs in the midst 
of dozens of other paintings by any 
number of famous artists but it, together 
with one of the crucifixion, stood out a 
mile. 

It’s not that its subject matter is 
unique. After all artists had been 
painting the scene centuries before 
Rembrandt was born. There is nothing 
unusual either about who is there, Mary, 
Joseph, the baby, the shepherds, the 
animals - each has their place. 



'It’s where our passion for 
life is nurtured. ’ 



What makes this picture so special is 
the light. Not the lamp in the hand of 
the shepherd casting a dull beam - but 
the bright light that focuses on the baby 
Jesus. And the question is, where does it 
come from? After all this is long before 
the discovery of electricity or the 
invention of the spotlight. Jesus is not 
the X Factor star or the actor on stage 
with the lights focused on him. 

Nor does it come from any obvious 
natural source. There’s no hole in the 
roof with a shaft of moonlight coming 
in. Nor is it from the star that guided 







The Adoration of the Shepherd’s, 1646, (oil on canvas) by REmbrandt Harmensz. van Rijn 
(1606 - 69) Alte Pinakothek, Munich, Germany/ I nterfoto/The Bridgeman Art Library. 



the Wise Men to the stable. Look 
carefully and you’ll see what Rembrandt 
is saying. The picture itself is ‘unreal’ 
because the light is not coming from 
anywhere other than from the baby 
himself. What he is describing so 
powerfully visually are those words from 
the Gospel for Christmas Day - for Jesus 
is the true light who brings real light to 
the world. Over the Christmas period no 
doubt there’ll be sad news as well as 
good news for many of us. 

‘Its where the flame burns 
that defines us and warms 
others. ’ 



But, whatever the case, the message 
remains the same. Uniquely in Jesus 
God comes to his world. He does not 
stand looking in from outside, but is 
born as a baby in Bethlehem, living like 
us on this earth. 

And it’s into our experience that he 
brings his light. He is the one who can 
bring a ray of hope at even the darkest 
of times. He is the one who shines in 
the darkness. Rembrandt knew that for 
himself and longed that others should 
know it too. His had been a far from 
easy life, facing hardship and personal 
tragedy along the way but this picture 
says it all. 

The light shines in the darkness, and 
the darkness has never - and will never - 
overcome it. 

The Rt Revd Colin Fletcher is the Bishop of 
Dorchester. 



January prayer diary compiled by John Manley 



(The following is for guidance only, please feel free to adapt to local conditions and, if you wish, produce your own deanery prayer diaries.) 



The following is for guidance only; please feel 
free to adapt to local conditions and, if you wish, 
produce your own deanery prayer diaries. 

Pray to the Father through the Son in the 
power of the Spirit for: 

SAT 1 : Aylesbury with Bierton and 
Hulcott (including Fairford Leys LEP): clergy 
Shane Wood, Mark Ackford, Rosemary 
Rycraft, Tony Willis, Michaela Wood, David 
Cloake, Luke Lee, Donald Rydings; children 
and community worker & LLM Suzanne 
Ackford; LLM Earle Noel. Aylesbury St Mary’s 
(VC) and Bierton (VC) Schools. 

MON 3: Bedgrove: clergy Martin Kuhrt, 
Gareth Lane; LLM Marie Carey. 

TUES 4: Bernwode: clergy Tina Stirling, 
Jenny Edmans, Lesley Fellows. Brill (VC) 
School. 

WED 5: Broughton: clergy Mike Butterworth. 

THUR 6: Haddenham with Cuddington 
and Kingsey and Aston Standford: clergy 
Margot Hodson, Jonathan Hawkins, Helen 
Barnes; LLM Nigel Featherstone. 

Haddenham St Mary’s (VC), Cuddington & 
Dinton (VA) Schools. 

FRI 7: Long Crendon with Chearsley and 
Nether Winchendon: clergy John Wynburne; 
LLM John Scholefield. 

SAT 8: Risborough: clergy David Williams, 
Denise Critchell, James Tomkins (mission 
enabler), David Dewick; lay worker Norman 
Critchell. Lacey Green St John’s (VA), Speen 
(VA), Monks Risborough (VC), Longwick (VC) 
Schools. 



MON 10: Southcourt: clergy David 
Lawton; youth worker Tim Jarvis. 

TUES 1 1 : Stone with Dinton and Harwell: 

LLM Avril Clark. Stone (VC) School. 

WED 12: Walton Holy Trinity: clergy 
Andrew Blyth, Robert Legge; LLMs Alan 
Foster, Martin Roper; lay workers Peter 
Wheeler, Lynne Hurry, Richard Turner, Carolyn 
Edwards. 

THUR 13: Worminghall with Ickford, 
Oakley and Shabbington: clergy David 
Kaboleh. Oakley (VC) School. 

FRI 14:Akeman: clergy Derek Walker, Jane 
Hemmings; LLMs Paul Clifford, Michael Nunn, 
Elizabeth Taylor, Grant Lee, Jo Cropp. 
Bletchingdon Parochial (VC), Chesterton (VA), 
Kirtlington (VA) Schools. 

SAT 15: Bicester with Bucknell, 
Caversfield and Launton, Emmanuel 
Conventional District: clergy Theresa Scott, 
Robert Atkins, Etienne van Blerk; LLMs Colin 
Cockshaw, Mary Roe. Bicester St Edburg’s 
(VA) School. 

MON 17: Cherwell Valley and Heyford 
Park Conventional District: clergy Paul Hunt, 
Eddie Green, Ian Biscoe. Fritwell (VC), Upper 
Heyford Proposed (VA) Schools. 

TUES 18: Rousham: clergy Richard Smail. 

WED 19: Shelswell: clergy Chris Hargraves, 
Marion Reynolds; LLM Penny Wood. Finmere 
(VC), Fringford (VC) Schools. 

THUR 20: The Ray Valley: clergy Charles 
Masheder, David Wippell, Andrew Rycraft; LLM 



Glenys Edwards. Charlton on Otmoor (VC), 

Islip Dr South’s (VA) Schools. 

FRI 21: Ascot Heath: clergy Darrell 
Hannah, Rosie Webb. Ascot Heath (VC) 

School. 

SAT 22: Binfield : clergy Bill Meyer; LLM 
Elizabeth Harland. Binfield (VA) School. 

MON 24: Bracknell: clergy Nick Parish, 

Jane Manley, Margaret Clarke. Ranelagh (VA) 
School. 

TUES 25: Easthampstead: clergy Guy 
Cole, Peter Bestley, Nick Thompson 
(Methodist). Easthampstead (VA) School. 

WED 26: Sunningdale: clergy David 
Uffindell, Nigel Byard; youth worker Gary 
Kennaugh, children’s worker Felicity Day. Holy 
Trinity (VA) School. 

THUR 27: Warfield: clergy Mark Griffiths, 
Alan Bradford, Chris Hill; lay pastors Trevor 
Meardon, Richard Summers; LLMs Dave 
Cappleman, Michael Hayward, Sam Mortimer, 
Michael Summers, school’s evangelist Becky 
Medlicott. Warfield (VC) School. 

FRI 28: Winkfield with Cranbourne: clergy 
Catherine Blundell; LLMs Mary Knight, Stuart 
Ager, Jacki Thomas, Mike Thomas. Winkfield St 
Mary’s (VC) School. 

SAT 29: Sunninghill and South Ascot: 

clergy Stephen Johnson, Susan van Beveren; 
LLM Mary Nichols. Cheapside (VA), Sunninghill 
St Michael (VA) Schools. 

MON 31: The (independent) School 
Chaplains of the diocese. 



Sundays 

When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with 
joy. On entering the house, the saw the child with Mary his mother; and 
they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure 
chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. (Matt 
2:10,11 NRSV). 

SUNDAY 2: Aylesbury deanery: area dean Andrew Blyth, lay chair 
Nigel Featherston, secretary Ann Beaton, treasurer Mike Harrison, 
ecumenical representative Rosemary Rycraft, associate clergy David 
Wallace, Nancy Wallace; chaplain to the deaf Roger Williams. The 
people, wardens. PCCs and support staff of the deanery. The diocese of 
Lahore (Pakistan). 

SUNDAY 9: Those preparing for Alpha and Emmaus courses this 
term. Local and district councillors and MPs serving the people of 
Aylesbury deanery. The diocese of Leicester. 

SUNDAY 16: Bicester and Islip deanery: area dean Charles 
Masheder, lay chair Robert Drummond-Hay, secretary Victor Puddick, 
treasurer Andrew Fulljames, ecumenical representative Mrs K Stoddart. 
The people, wardens, PCCs and support staff of the deanery. The local 
and district councillors and MPs serving the people of the deanery. The 
nurture of the new Christians who will be moving into the new housing 
developments in the deanery. The Church of Nigeria. 

SUNDAY 23: Bracknell deanery: area dean Nick Parish, lay chair 
Louisa Adams, secretary Anthony Stevens, treasurer John 
Brownscombe, ecumenical representative Catherine Blundell. For our 
work on the deanery Mission Plan, the Wedding Fair at Ascot race 
course in February and our deanery Stewardship Campaign. The people, 
wardens, PCCs and support staff of the deanery. The diocese of 
Lousiana (USA). 

SUNDAY 30: The Diocesan Board of Education, director Leslie 
Stevens. The administrative staff of Church House, North Hinksey. Local 
and district councillors and MPs serving the people of the deanery of 
Bracknell. The Province of Southern Africa. 
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News 




THESE huge puppets will be the stars of the nativity play at Christ 
Church Cathedral, Oxford, on Saturday 18 December at 4pm. As 
Stable Door went to press Cathedral staff were busy putting the 
finishing touches to 1 9 of the puppets. 



Gloria marks choir s birthday 



TO mark its fifth birthday 
Oxford’s Blackbird Leys Choir is 
available to sing Vivaldi’s Gloria 
in churches across the Diocese. 

The choir began as part of Five 
TV’s The Singing Estate series in 
2006 and is still going strong. 
Anyone interested in joining the 
choir for their main birthday 
concert is welcome to join them 
for a rehearsal at Blackbird Leys 



Community Centre on Saturday, 
8 January, 10am to 4pm. 

The main concert will be 
performed at the Jacqueline du 
Pre Concert Hall in Oxford. 

For more information about 
the main gig, or about booking 
the choir for your church 
contact Jeremy Renals on 
oncomittee@blackbirdleyschoir. 
org or 07765 480625. 



The One Ronnie comes to 
Stoke Poges church 




RONNIE Corbett, 79, was in St 
Andrew’s Church, Stoke Poges, 
near Slough, last month for the 
filming of his new sketch show, 
The One Ronnie to be aired on 
Christmas Day. 

Tony Bunce, from the church, 
watched the pint sized actor, who 
is more famous for his annual 
show with his sidekick, the late 
Ronnie Barker, who was from 
Oxfordshire. 

He said: “The scene in the 
church was a PCC meeting when 



they got together to discuss a 
faulty gutter on the church roof 
and were discussing getting a 
celebrity to come in for a 
fundraising effort and suggested 
the Pope. They were very nice to 
work with, very co-operative.” 
The One Ronnie celebrate ’s the 
comedian’s 80th birthday. Matt 
Lucas, David Walliams, Harry 
Enfield and Catherine Tate will 
be among the comics joining 
him. Pic: Tony Bunce. 



Prime time Nativity on BBC 



A NEW nativity drama is to be 
broadcast on BBC 1 in place of 
the One Show in the run up to 
Christmas. 

The drama can be seen from 
Monday 20 December to 
Thursday 23 December at 7pm. 

The One Show usually attracts 
an average audience of around 
five million viewers. 



Anyone watching the Nativity 
and wanting to find out more 
about Christianity can visit their 
local church (find it by visiting 
www.achurchnearyou.com) or 
see www.christianity.org.uk. 

For more on the production 
itself, including details of the 
cast, production crew and the 
people behind the show, see 
www.nativitydrama.info. 




Prayer Spaces expand across Oxfordshire 



By Jo Duckies 

A GROWING national 
movement providing prayer 
spaces for children and young 
people is spreading across 
Oxfordshire. 

Former teacher Catherine 
Clayton set up a prayer space in 
Benson C of E Primary School 
in March 2010. It was such a 
success that Catherine now 
works four days each week to 
help the Prayer Spaces in 
Schools initiative set up in other 
schools. 

She had been planning a gap 
year when she first heard about 
the national initiative, which 
started in 2008. Catherine now 
works from an office at 
Emmanuel Church, Oxford, 
and is still based at Benson 
School once a week, as a 
curriculum adviser. 



She said: “Last February I was 
looking to do a gap year and was 
invited to a UK team leader 
update for 24/7 Prayer in 
England.” 

From there she was asked to 
join the Prayer Spaces in 
Schools team in London, which 
was looking at developing the 
initiative nationally. 

“There are now several other 
schools in the county interested 
in setting up prayer spaces,” said 
Catherine. 

She says her work with Prayer 
Spaces is a big change from 
teaching. She said: “I’m loving it 
at the moment. It’s a lot of 
chatting with different schools 
and churches in Oxford, getting 
people enthusiastic about this 
and it’s exciting to see what 
God’s doing.” 

She said: “At one we did last 
week was open 9am to 5pm with 



children time tabled to come 
throughout the week. We’d have 
an hour per class, with half the 
children scheduled for one half 
of the hour and the other for 
the other. 



“Every break time was also 
allocated to a class. The lunch 
breaks weren’t allocated to 
classes, but we’d find children 
wanting to come in and had to 
turn some away.” 



IN BRIEF 



Bishop joins Lords 

THE Bishop of Oxford, the Rt 
Revd John Pritchard has joined 
the ranks of the Lords Spiritual. 

Bishop John was introduced to 
the House of Lords on Thursday, 
25 November. He has joined 26 
Church of England Bishops who 
sit in the Lords, as Lords 
Spiritual. They read prayers at the 
start of each daily meeting and 
play a full and active role in the 
life of the upper house. 

Festival website 
goes live 

PLANS for the Cotswold 
Churches Festival next May (1 4 
and 15 and 21 and 22) are 
moving ahead. 

Already more than 70 churches 
have expressed interest in 
participating. To register, visit 
www.cotswoldchurchesfestival.org o r 
phone 08451 222660. 

Its time to order 
your eggs 

IT’S time to put your orders in for 
The Real Easter Egg - the first 
and only Easter Egg to explain 
the Christian meaning of Easter 
on the box. 

Schools have already been 
urged to place their orders for 
eggs before Christmas. 

Now churches and individuals 
have until 31 January to place 
their orders. The direct sale price 
of The Real Easter Egg is £4.50 
each which includes a charitable 
donation, VAT, handling and 
delivery to a single drop off point. 
The 1 25g high quality Fairtrade 
milk chocolate eggs have to be 
ordered in multiples of 1 2. Order 
forms and flyers can be 
downloaded from 
www.realeasteregg.co.uk. 




THE Diocese of Oxford is no 



longer publishing a Year Book. 
From early January there will be 
an online version. Print outs will 
be available at a cost. For more 
information see 

www.oxford.anglican.org or ring 
01865 208225. 

Cover picture: 

A NEW-born baby at the Holy 
Family Hospital in Bethlehem. 
Pilgrims from the Oxford Diocese 
visited the remarkable hospital in 
October and saw the first-class 
facilities. 

The hospital is dedicated to 
providing quality care for women 
and infants, irrespective of 
religion or nationality. In an area 
of 70 per cent unemployment, no 
social security and no medical 
insurance, the Holy Family’s slogan 
is “the poor deserve the best’’. 

For more infomration see 
www.holyfamilyhospital-bethlehem.org 
Turn to pages 8 and 9 for 
an armchair prayer walk 
through the Holy Land . 
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Award winning author Francine Rivers has 
been writing fiction for over 30 years and is 
a firm favourite with St Andrew’s Bookshop 
customers. She is often known for her histori- 
cal romantic style and strong biblical themes, 
and although these elements are present in 
Redeeming Love, the power of the message 
conveyed is what makes this novel so out- 
standing... 

California’s Gold country, 1850. A time when 
men sold their souls for a bag of gold and 
women sold their bodies for a place to sleep. 
Angel sold into prostitution as a child, survives 
by keeping her hatred alive. Then she meets 
Michael Hosea. A man who seeks his Father’s 
heart in everything, Michael obeys God’s call 
to marry Angel, and to love her. Day by day, 
he defies Angel’s every bitter expectation un- 
til, despite her resistance, her heart begins to 



thaw. But with her unexpected softening comes 
overwhelming feelings of unworthiness and 
fear.So Angel runs. Back to the darkness... 

A powerful retelling of the book of Hosea, Re- 
deeming Love is a life-changing story of God's 
unconditional, redemptive, all-consuming love. 
Christian and non-Christian alike have found 
this title to be both gripping and inspirational, 
the journey the characters take draws the 
reader in and demonstrates the difference that 
it makes to know we are absolutely, deeply 
and unreservedly loved. 

The Evangelical Christian Publishers Asso- 
ciation awarded Redeeming Love the ECPA 
Gold Book award, an award that recognizes 
books that have sold 500,000 copies, in 2005 
and the ECPA Platinum Book Award, which is 
presented to books that have sold one million 
copies, in 2009. 



Redeeming Love - 50% off! 
RRP £8.99 

St Andrew’s Bookshop 
Price only £4.49!!! 



Also Available from Francine Rivers 





St Andrew’s bookshops 

books change lives 



Mail Order 01494 567250 



www.standrewsbookshop.co.uk 



local 



We have been serving 
churches for over 50 years. 
Visit your local branch to find 
out how our expertise can equip 
& resource you and your church. 

Great Missenden 

61 - 65 High Street 
HP16 0AL 
01494 862168 

High Wycombe 

All Saints, 8 Castle Street 
HP13 6RF 
01494 525511 

Oxford 

57c St Clements 
OX4 1AG 
01865 247567 

Witney 

31 High Street 
0X28 6HP 
01993 706429 

Wolverton 

50 Church St 
MK12 5JW 
01908 221331 



For our other branches visit 
www. sta nd re ws boo ks h op . co . u k 




And if Our God is 

For Us 

Chris Tomlin 
RRP £12.99 
Our Price £11.99 






How to Pray 
Stephen Cottrell 
£8.99 




£l 
OFp 

2010 






RSHIP 

EMS 




Our God is Near 
Brenton Brown 
RRP £12.99 
Our Price £11. 99 



I d 



'SP1BNGHiUWISr-i!tStteCll'D€JUNS 
■GRfipPiiNS .iOL'L lE'BVrllOf ■ NcWD4¥ 
■ NEW WIN* > KltofrMW HUffi 



Worship Anthems 
2010 

Various Artists 
RRP £12.99 
Our Price £11.99 




£l 
OFp 



Narnia Coic 



The Power of a 
Whisper 
Bill Hybels 
£8.99 



The Narnia Code 
Michael Ward 
RRP £8.99 
Our Price £7.99 





Discount 



£2 



i 



OFF! 



t 



f 






£2 off any purchase 
over £10* 

Bring this voucher into your local 
St Andrew’s Bookshop to receive 
£2 off any purchase over £1 0. 
Sale items not included. 

‘Terms & conditions apply. Not to be used in 
conjunction with any other offer. Valid until 
31/01/2011 



t 
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Spotlight on... Living Faith 



Finding and following in 2011 




D id you hear about the 
troubles of the group from 
Oxford who travelled on the 
Diocesan Pilgrimage to the 
Holy Land earlier this year? 
When the party got to Jerusalem, they 
discovered that the people already staying 
in the rooms they’d booked weren’t 
willing to shift. Cool heads, ingenuity and 
brave spirits were called for - taking our 
group at short notice to new reservations 
in hitherto little known tourist 
destinations in Ramallah (seat of the 
Palestinian National Authority) and then 
Ashkelon (a short rocket flight from 
Gaza) . 

Arriving in a strange place, not 
knowing where you’re going or where 
you’ll be staying, is one of those 
unnerving experiences of life. The 
Christmas story is full of such events - 
Mary and Joseph find no room at the inn, 
the shepherds stumble unexpectedly into 
an angelic concert, and while the wise 
men have the latest in sat nav, it’s 
distinctly hazy about their ultimate 
destination. 

Yet somehow they all muddle through 
and find their way to what the story is all 
about - their encounter with Jesus, the 
Christ child. 

Is that it? Does it stop there? Job over? 
What happens after the encounter? The 
Bible is strangely silent about what 
happens later to most of the people who 
met the infant Jesus. The wise men head 
for home and disappear from the 
narrative. Immediately after meeting 
Jesus, the shepherds tell people of 



everything they’ve heard about the child, 
but then they drop out of the story. The 
person we learn about most is Mary, 
Jesus’s mother. The woman in whom this 
baby was found goes on to follow him 
with all her heart - discovering who he is, 
seeking him out, standing by him in his 
darkest hour. 



‘ 'Mary saw Jesus, this baby, 
grow up to be more than she 
could ever have hoped. ’ 



Next year in this diocese we’re 
emphasizing what it is to be a disciple of 
Jesus. Mary shows us what this is about - 
of finding and following her son. Mary 
welcomes Jesus - saying yes to Jesus’s 
presence in her life, living with him, 
being alongside him. 

Mary encounters Jesus - he’s constantly 
challenging her assumptions, turning her 
world upside down, changing the way she 
sees things. Mary lives for Jesus - even 
when her son hangs dying on the cross, 
Mary is by him, trusting him, believing in 
him. 

Mary saw Jesus, this baby, grow up to 
become more than she could ever have 
hoped, imagined or expected. She finds 
him and she follows him. In 2011, will the 
same be true of you? 

The Revd Michael Beasley is Director of Mission 
at the Diocese of Oxford. 



Recommended reading 




For families: The Christmas Journey by Susie Poole, 
www.eden.co.uk/chvistmas-joumey-pb-122107.html. The book takes a 
fresh look at the Christmas story, acknowledging the child's love of all 
things festive, then begins its journey at creation where God's perfect 
world is quickly spoiled. Christmas becomes part of God's plan to put 
things right. 

For adults: What's the point of being a Christian by Timothy 
Radcliffe Continuum. A Christian is pointed towards God, who is the point of 
everything. If one thinks of religion as just 'useful' then one has reduced it to another 
consumer product. But if we are pointed to God, this should make a 
difference to how we live. Christians are usually no better than anyone 
else, but their lives should be marked by distinctive forms of hope, 
happiness and courage. Shot through with humour, friendship and 
wisdom, the pages of this book outline a manner of living which is at once 
faithful to the teachings of Jesus and rooted in the tradition of the Church 
and at the same time responsive to the turbulence of the modern world. 




Events for 2011 



Leading your church into growth 
conference 

14th to 1 7th March 201 1 - places 
allocated on a first come, first served basis. 
For more details contact Ruth Wilson on 
01865 208252. 



Conference on Mission and Ministry 
to Men 

5th February 201 1 - with the Ven Karen 
Gorham, Archdeacon of Buckingham, 
Professor Glynn Harrison, head of ministry 
at Christchurch, Clifton in the Bristol 
Diocese, the Ven Morris Rodham, 
archdeacon missioner in the Diocese of 
Coventry as well as many more. 

To be held at Grove Parish Church. The 
cost is £6 per person. To book email the 
Revd Paul Eddy at 
paul@menandthechurch.info 

Mend the Gap 

A day for anyone and everyone who is 
interested in starting, developing or 
sustaining work with children and young 
people on June 1 8th 201 1 . 

For more details contact 
carolyn.main@oxford.anglican.org. 



LIVING 






MAKING 

DISCIPLES 













Award winning 
church furniture makers 



Makers of the revolutionary 
Canterbury and York Lecterns 

Telephone & Fax: 01 934 61 81 11 
Email: info@fullersfinerfumiture.co.uk 



| www.fullersfinerfurniture.co.uk | 



Stained Glass 

SI® 



Designs 









01494 • 77371 2 
David Wasley MA * FMGP 
www. 3rd m\ Men nium artists. co + uk 



Writing four Life Story? 

Bound Biographies 
helps people write 
their life stories, 
producing quality 
illustrated copies for 
family and friends. 

DO YOU have a 
manuscript to 
produce? 

HAVE YOU started 
writing and got stuck? 

OR ARE YOU just 
thinking about it? 
Contact Sally Gray at 

67 Conway Close, Houqhton Reqis, Beds 
LU5 5SB 

Tel/Fax 01582 861407 or on 

E-mail: biographies@resource24.net 





■rtJ 



Regent’s Park College, University of Oxford 
Oxford Centre for Christianity and Culture 

Public Lectures at Regent's Park College, Pusey St., Oxford OX1 2LB on Tuesdays at 5:00pm 

HILARY TERM, 2011 

Christianity and Sport 

Topics and Speakers include: 

Nearer my God to Thee? - Theological Reflections on Mountaineering 
Dr Andrew Moore, Fellow of the Oxford Centre for Christianity and Culture 

Sport and the Rhythm of Creation 

Dr Tim Bradshaw, Fellow and Tutor in Christian Doctrine, Regent’s Park College 

The Social Benefits of Sport: Myth or Reality? 

Prof Tess Kay, Professor in Sport and Social Sciences, Brunei University 

Sport and Evangelism 

Graham Daniels, General Director, Christians in Sport 
Sport as Salvation? 

Dr Dominic Erdozain, Lecturer in the History of Christianity, King’s College, London 
Sport and the Point of it All 

Dr Robert Ellis, Principal, Regent’s Park College, University of Oxford 

For updated details, please see our website: www.rpc.ox.ac.uk 

Lectures are open to the public and all are welcome 
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Crantock 

Anneth Lowen, a North Cornish Holiday 
Cottage. Sleeps 7 plus cot. 8 minutes 
walk from beach. Great for families, 
art groups, walkers. Available all year. 
Short breaks or holidays. 

See website for details 
www.crantockholidayhome.org.uk 
or call 01494 528305. 



St Ives Camtualf 



Until Mi, 1“ Mil 

Shore off season breaks In eos/ central*^ hcaied 

fidH’rm.uvii in r,h/r rrnrrr- of hr-JUTiFiil Sr I vm. 

ONLY £I2Q> far 1 nights far 2 people 
£35 p tr night for additional night* 

Includes Parking, C. Healing, Bed linen 

Tel Alee; 0 1 736 795083 vr 07970 737067 

CORNWALL 

Port Isaac 

Quality furnished holiday cottages and 
converted barn in Port Isaac, 45 minutes 
from the Eden Project. Sleeps 2-6, linen 
& electricity included, pets welcome 
personal supervision by owners, for a full colour 
brochure contact Dennis Knight, Atlantic House, Port 
Isaac, PL29 3RE 

Tel/fax: 01208 880934 Tel: 01208 862422 




email : info @ cor nishholidayhomes .net 
www.cornishholiday homes .net 



SHERBORNE 

Short breaks in Dorset 



Dartmouth 

duvoh 



Elegant, spacious, 2 bed, 
apartment in listed building 
close to Abbey Church. 

Open all year. 
Please ring for brochure: 

01404 841367 



Glorious cews across- 
Kihi I\ii I ITinn 
.'OTTihir+riJ'iLr 
til 1 flirt. dilggpi knur. 

Ad ITkxi Lj-Jl'lS. 

IT\ fP\ kTrif 
0Zo TIV} ?*} 




— LES- 



COTUS 



An ekgaiif house on (he bemniftii 
island ofGuenmy, with stunning 
views ui'Herm, Jeihtm and Sark 

For mofe de tails visit our website 
wm-.kscotib.com, or 
telephone timj 727793 



Holidays Abroad 




CYPRUS - PEYIA 



DOMFRONT, 
LOWER NORMANDY 

Two bedroom cottage 
in rural setting 
70 miles from Caen. 
Shops in local villages 
Twin room/family room/cot 

Tel. 01935 814324 

Email, patatkinsonll@gmail.com 

ALGARVE 



near Paphos & Coral Bay 
Spacious apartment 
Patio, BBQ, Communal 



Luxury 3 bed villa 
(all ensuite) Sleeps 6/8, near 
Carvoeiro. Own pool, 
all mod cons. Situated on 



pool, A / C heaters. 
Walk to Tavernas. 
Available all year 
www.myhideaway.co.uk 



Pestana Golf Resort. Golf, 
Tennis, Outdoor bowls. 

Full details and brochure: 
Brian Chambers 



Tel: 02380 265 683 



01249 813729 



info@casa-oleander.co.uk 

www.casa-oleander.co.uk 



Insurance 



Travel Insurance 

Arranged for The Door Readers 

ANNUAL TRAVEL INSURANCE 



Fully Comprehensive Travel Insurance for 
anyone up to 85 years of age. 
superb annual Mum trip cover available with 
most pre-existing medical conditions accepted. 

20% off annuals in January only 
No Max Age Limit For Single Trip Cover 



max 1 year duration & up tolQk cancellations. 

For more information and 

l TRAVEL 



details please call ~ 

0116 272 0500 

Authorised & regulated by the F.SA. 



INSURANCE 



News 



Children’s allotment on Country file 




By Jo Duckies 

FOR children at the New Christ Church 
C of E Primary School in Reading, a 
community allotment has provided a first 
chance to grow their own food. 

And children and staff were thrilled 
when the project was chosen to be 
featured on the BBC’s Country file with 
John Craven. The project was set up by 
Food4Families, a scheme started by the 
Reading International Solidarity Centre, 
which is working to create a network of 
community allotments across Reading 
where parents and children will learn 
how to grow their own food together. 

Soft drinks company, Pepsico, which 
has a base in Reading and does voluntary 
work in Reading schools helped set up 
the scheme and Deloitte are helping 
provide a classroom on the site. 

Maria Soulsby, headteacher, said: 
“There are eight beds that have been 
looked after by children and their 
parents. We started just before the 
summer holidays so we had our first 
harvest this autumn and the children got 
to take the food home to cook and eat. 

“So many of our children don’t have 
access to a garden so this has been their 
first opportunity to grow something, and 
we also have children from families who 



have council allotments who are able to 
share their expertise.” 

The allotment is providing a chance for 
youngsters to reflect on the more 
spiritual aspects of gardening. 

“We gave thanks for our crop and our 
harvest which made the annual harvest 
celebrations more tangible and real to 
these children,” said Mrs Soulsby. 

Together with REEP, an organisation 
promoting links between religions and 
the environment, the school is planning 



to install a spiritual garden, where 
children can go and reflect as part of 
their regular candle time. Candle Time is 
a part of each week when youngsters get 
to reflect on the bigger issues in life. 

For more information see 

www.reep.org; www.risc.org.uk and 

www.newchristchurchprimaryschool. 

org 



An auction at Aldermaston 




ON a cold December evening 
Aldermaston people gathered for their 
historic candle auction. 

The event has been held every three 
years since 1815 in the Parish Hall and it 
is believed this is the only candle auction 
in the UK that takes place as regularly as 
every three years. 

The event, which took place on Monday 
13 December, was held to determine the 
rent of a 2.5 acre plot of land called 
Church Acre in Fisherman’s Lane. The 
land was granted to the church in 1815 as 
the bells rang out to mark Wellington’s 
victory at the Battle of Waterloo, by an act 
of Parliament. 

I An iron horseshoe nail is inserted into a 
specially made tallow candle by the 
auctioneer. The auctioneer is in fact the 
Rector, the Revd Becky Bevan, who is 
given special authority for the evening. The 
candle is lit and bidding commences. To 
ensure a festive spirit, the church wardens 



have church warden 
pipes, although due 
to health and safety 
they are no longer 
allowed to light them, 
and the public are 
kept supplied with 
punch and mulled 
wine! The vicar 
traditionally makes the 
first bid. 

Further bids are 
made from the public, 
initially at a leisurely 
pace, and tension 
increases as the flame approaches the nail 
and the wax around it begins to soften. 

At this stage the bidding becomes frantic, 
and the bid that is live at the time the nail 
falls out wins the auction. That person then 
pays their bid as an annual rent for three- 
years, to the church. Usually, the winner 
then sub-lets the land to a local farmer. 



Candle auctions have a long history. It 
was traditional to hold ship auctions at 
Lloyds Coffee House at Tower Hill, 

London, and Samuel Pepys describes the 
sale of 3 hulks in his diary entry for 3rd 
September 1 661 . 

From left, Andy Hall, the Revd Pete Steele, 
Janice MacDonald and church warden Dr Chris 
Newman. Pic: Peter Oldridge. 



Win tickets to see these Christmas reindeer 



Stable Door has a family ticket for two adults and up to 
three children to meet the new Reindeer at the 
Cotswold Wildlife Park. 

The winners will get to help the keepers with the the 
reindeer, Milk and Honey (right), as well as getting to 
look around the park’s fascinating collection of birds, 
mammal and reptiles from around the world. 

Amongst the latest arrivals are a trio of young rhinos, 
wolverines and giraffes. 

To be in with a chance of winning, send your name and 
address to Reindeer Competition, Stable Door , Diocesan 
Church House, North Hinksey, Oxford, OX2 ONB, to 
reach us no later than Friday 7 January. 
Cotswold Wildlife Park opens daily (except 25th 
December) atlOam. Last admission October to February 
3:30pm and 
March to 

September, p Qr more j n f orma ^j on see 

P m www.cotswoldwildlifepark.co.uk. 
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Christmas Day duties 




Jo Duckies interviews three 
different people who will get 
up on Christmas Day to go 
and help others rather than 
stay in front of a warm fire, 
open presents and tuck into 
turkey with their families. 

H ospital 

chaplain, 
the Revd 
Phil 

Sutton says there will 
be a mix of 
atmospheres at 
Oxfordshire’s 
hospitals over the 
festive period. Phil 
(right) will spend 
Christmas Day 
helping them, while his wife, Jane and 
grown-up son, Paul, will see him at work 
during the day. 

“They both have links with the 
hospitals and will join me there at some 
point on Christmas Day,” says Phil, who 
heads up a chaplaincy that covers 
Oxford’s John Radcliffe and Churchill 
Hospitals, the Nuffield Orthopaedic 
Centre and the Horton in Banbury. He 
says Paul, who is married to Kelly, has 
been joining him in hospital from an 
early age. The family expect to sit down 
at home for Christmas dinner late in the 
afternoon, but Phil will be on call for 
the whole of the night. 

He says: “The busy period starts for us 
in the days before Christmas and lasts 
until February. That’s when hospitals 
really feel the pressure. The cold spell 
that hit the UK at the beginning of 
December was a sign that the hospital 
could be particularly busy this winter, 
with elderly people particularly being 
susceptible to illnesses. 

Phil described his Christmas Day 
duties, providing Christmas Communion 
to patients and visiting people on the 



wards who may want his help. 

“If someone is in hospital at Christmas 
there are often significant reasons why 
they may be vulnerable and anxious and 
often they may have come from outside 
of a church context. Sad stories are 
always more poignant at Christmas. I will 
be spending time in the Intensive Care 
Unit and trauma areas. One of my 
colleagues will be spending the day in 
the Children’s Hospital. 

“There is never one atmosphere in 
here. There will be babies being born 
and last year there were some organ 
donations and transplants and, for some 
people, this time of year can be a 
reminder of the gift of life and what that 
means. 

“For some patients, if they are elderly 
or on their own, they are perhaps happy 
to be in hospital. They may be content 
to be in here surrounded by warmth.” 

Phil won’t be on duty on Boxing Day, 
but he will on New Year’s Day, and is 
available 24/7 for any major 
emergencies. 

“I find it helpful being in here over 
Christmas, because you get away from 
the madness of the consumer season 
and how inadequate all of that is to help 
people,” he added. 



rar 

Hc 

Ch 



randfather-of-two the Revd Alan 
lodgetts will be spending 
Christmas Day at Woodhill 
Prison, Milton Keynes, where he is a 
chaplain. He will leave the house at 9am, 
which gives him the chance to get up 
later than he did when he was a parish 
priest. 

“All of the Anglican parishes I’ve 
worked in as a priest we have had an 
8am Christmas Day service so I’d be out 
of the house by 7.30am at the latest. It 
meant my children wouldn’t see their 
Dad until after the morning service. 

They were very good at holding back on 
opening their presents. They would 
open a few first thing in the morning, 
but a lot would still be wrapped up until 
I came home.” 

Alan, 56, who became a prison 
chaplain five years ago, will be leaving 



his wife home alone for 
the first time this year, 
as his grown up 
children are spending 
Christmas Day with 
their partners. 

“She doesn’t mind. 

We are even talking 
about having smoked 
salmon instead of 
turkey on Christmas 
Day, then having a 
proper get-together 
with our children and 
grandchildren later in 
the week. We try not to 
invest too much in 
expectations at 
Christmas.” 

At the prison, the cells will be 
unlocked at 9am, as usual for a public 
holiday. Bishop of Buckingham, the Rt 
Revd Alan Wilson and other local 
dignitaries celebrated Christmas on 
December 15th with a carol service at 
the prison. 

So Christmas Day will be treated as an 
ordinary day, with new inmates 
potentially facing the festive season 
behind bars for the first time. “Some 
courts are open on Christmas Eve, so 
new prisoners could be admitted then. 
One of our tasks is to ensure we see 
prisoners in their first 24-hours in jail, so 
I’ll be seeing people who come in on 
Christmas Eve and be checking on those 
in the health care centre,” says Alan. 

“We are a multi faith chaplaincy that 
supports prisoners pastorally because we 
believe faith gives them a moral 
compass. At Christmas time we use the 
analogy of the three wise men, who 
followed their equivalent of a compass to 
find the Baby Jesus. We hope people will 
pray for the work of chaplains and for 
prisoners, for their faith to be 
strengthened so it gives them a moral 
compass. Prison is about restoration and 
forgiveness, not just punishment.” 




F 



or Kim and Paul Walter and their 
son Dominic, Christmas Day for the 
last five years has meant 



volunteering as a family to hold a 
massive community Christmas lunch at 
St Mary’s, Aylesbury, (pictured above). 

The event is open to anyone and 
attracts vulnerable people, the homeless 
and people from the Women’s Refuge, 
Age Concern and other organisations as 
well as those who simply find themselves 
alone due to a bereavement. 

The Walters have been volunteering 
together at the centre for five years and 
Dominic, 20, has been with them every 
year apart from one, when he was away 
in Botswana teaching English. 

“Dominic comes along and he brings 
his friends. They are his old school 
friends and, now they are at university, 
it’s a chance for them to meet up. Their 
girlfriends come too and some of them 
do some waitressing for me,” says Kim. 

The family worship at St James the 
Great Church, Bierton, and Kim is 
involved in the 8am service on Christmas 
Day, which means getting up at 6am. 

She says: “Afterwards I have a few 
minutes to open presents before we go 
to St Mary’s. We sometimes go to my 
sister-in-laws afterwards, but we don’t 
usually finish until 5pm. 

“We decided to get involved with this 
because we wanted to do something for 
people who really need it at this time of 
year,” she added. 





Win tickets to Swan Lake or Joseph 



Stable Door is offering tickets to a musical 
and a ballet to the winners of this month’s 



prize draws. 

We have three family tickets (each 
admitting four people) for the opening night 
of Joseph and the Technicolour Dreamcoat 
at the Reading Hexagon on February 1 
2011. The production stars Keith Jack, who 
was chosen from thousands of wannabees 
to win the lead role in front of a small screen 
audience on the reality television show Any 
Dream Will Do. 

And we have two tickets for two adults to 
see Swan Lake at Oxford’s New Theatre on 
January 1 0. The production comes from the 
Russian State Ballet of Siberia. For the 
chance to win, simply send your name and 
address to either Swan Lake or Joseph 
competition, Diocesan Church House, North 
Hinksey, Oxford, OX2 0NB. The closing date 
for entries for Swan Lake is Wednesday, 
January 5. The closing date for entries to 
Joseph is Friday, January 14. 




8 



stableDoo 



CHURCH PEWS 
UNCOMFORTABLE? 

WHY NOT TRY SAFEFOAM’S TOP QUALITY 
UPHOLSTERED FOAM PEW CUSHIONS? 
Safefoam, Green Lane, Riley Green, 

Hoghton, Preston PR5 OSN 
www.safefoam.co.uk Freephone 0800 015 44 33 
Free Sample Pack of foam & fabrics sent by first class mail 
When phoning please quote TD0111 



The COMPLETE 
Pest Control Service 

Solo Pest Management offer a complete Pest 
Control service in the home, business 
premises, and Equine/Agriculture sectors. 

All pests are covered by our service, including 
rats, mice, wasps, bed bugs, cockroaches, 
fleas, woodworm, flies, pigeons and anything 
else that pose a risk to health, human, 
business or property. The list is endless! 

Further to this, we also carry out high pressure 
spray treatments in stables, horse boxes, 
kennels, catteries and animal housing to 
prevent disease and viral infections 
accumulating and spreading. 

We are a modest family business with high 
standards that offer constant advice and 
support even after the problem has gone. 
Please contact us to discuss your issue without 

obligation. 

Fully insured 

CRB checked 
BPCA trained 
and certified 







P«1 M^nagtffntfnl Ltd 

Solo Pest Management Ltd 

07771 76451 1 01280 860788 

Solopest@hotmail.co.uk 






Gilead 

FQUNOATIGHS 




Addiction 

Counselling 

Training 

School 



Gilead Foundations Addiction Counselling 
Training School at Risdon Farm, 
Jacobstowe, near Okehampton offers 
the following Diploma programme covering; 
Restoration Ministry (11 courses) 

150 hours: £385 
Recovery Support Counselling 
(1 7 courses) 

280 hours: £530 

Addiction Studies (23 courses) 

350 hours: £700 

Gilead Foundations is also offering 

- Biblical Systematic theology 

- The Holy Spirit 

- The Person of Jesus Christ: £250 

At Gilead Foundations we use the Genesis 
Process Relapse Prevention programme 
with our clients. This training and the 
Genesis tools are used throughout the 
programme at Gilead: £318 We also have a 
correspondence course on counselling by 
Jay Adams: £954 

If you, or someone you know would 
like more information about ACTS or 
would like to make an application, 
please contact: 

Laura Aim Tel: 01837 851240, 
Fax: 01837 851520, 
laura.alm@gilead.org.uk 

www.gilead.org.uk 



Feature 

‘In his masters 

In the final instalment of our 2010 series of prayer walks, Bishop John follows in the footsteps of Jesus 
from his recent pilgrimage to the Holy Land. Photographs by Sarah Meyrick and Alan Wilson. 





t the heart of the Christmas 
story we find Mary’s story. 

5he made space in her life 
to allow God to act - and her 
encounter with God changed 
everything. It is the same for us: we 
need to make space for God and 
allow ourselves to go on a journey 
of the heart. Only when we say 
‘yes’ to God does the spiritual 
journey begin. And that may mean 
emptying ourselves so that God 
can fill us with good things. When 
Mary said ‘yes’ to God, it changed 
everything - for ever. 

Pray for the courage to say ‘ 'yes’ to 
God this Christmas. 



his small door marks the entrance to the Church of the 
Nativity in Bethlehem. We 
don’t know quite what the 
phrase ‘no room at the inn’ 
means. But the important thing is 
that here or hereabouts, the word 
became flesh and life moved on 
its hinges. This is the oldest 
church in the world - and a place 
of absolute significance in the 
history of the world and in our 
lives. 

Pray for all those marking the birth 
of Jesus this Christmas, across the 
world, that they will be touched again 
by the good news of Christ. 






J esus was born into the midst of a chaotic world. Today, life in 
the part of the world where he grew up in the shadow of the 
Roman Empire is still not easy, 
lundreds of young people, like these Bethlehem 
schoolchildren, live in a world scarred by political turmoil and 
uncertainty. If they are to enjoy a better future, the cycle of 
violence and terror must be broken. 

Pray for children throughout the world who have never known peace, 
at home or in the world. Remember those who live with daily anxiety 
about what the future holds. 



M uch of Jesus’s ministry was lived in or around the Sea of 
Galilee, where he gathered around himself ordinary 
people, fishermen who worked from boats like these. 
One day Jesus taught the crowd from Simon’s boat. When he 
told Simon - the expert fisherman - to cast his nets over the 
other side of the boat, the net was full to bursting. ‘Follow me 
and I will make you fishers of men,’ Jesus told them. The 
fishermen trusted him and left everything they knew to tread an 
unknown path. 

Pray for your trust in Jesus to grow and deepen, whatever the future 
holds. 



W lierever 

Jesus went, 
the crowds 




followed him to 
listen to his 
teaching. The 
Church of the 
Multiplication, 
where you can see 
this mosaic, 
commemorates the 
occasion when 
people started 

getting hungry. A young boy offered to share his simple lunch of 
five loaves and two fish - and Jesus fed the assembled crowd, with 
masses to spare. This is a sign of God’s extravagant generosity, 
like the gallons of wine at Cana. Nothing is ever wasted when we 
offer ourselves to him. 

Give thanks for the abundant generosity of God. Pray that you will 
find ways of living generously in a needy world. 




C hristians consider that 

Jesus’s baptism by John the 
Baptist in the River Jordan 
marks the beginning of his 
public ministry. When John 
baptised Jesus, a voice spoke 
from heaven, saying, ‘This is my 
beloved Son with whom I am well 
pleased.’ Baptism is a chance to 
turn away from sin and towards 
Christ. On our pilgrimage in 
October, many of the 116 
pilgrims reaffirmed their 
baptismal vows and were 
anointed with oil on the banks of 
the Jordan. 

Give thanks for new beginnings, 
for the chance to start again and the 
gift of God ’s forgiveness for the past. 
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W hen Jesus was born he was born to Jews oppressed by 

Roman Occupation. The Holy Land remains a place of 
conflict today. This picture shows an illegal Jewish 
settlement, built on occupied Palestinian land. Palestinians, many 
of them Christians, are suffering acutely. To give just one 
example, the Israelis control the water supplies. Arab houses are 
easily identified by the storage tanks on their roofs which are 
needed when the taps are turned off. Jewish settlers have no such 
need. 

Remember those throughout the world who are short of clean drinking 
water. Pray for those who work hard to bring basic supplies to the needy. 




T he Israelis have built this vast Wall around the Palestinian 
territories. It a huge, concrete 
monster, 9m high and 750km 
long and cost an astonishing $3.5bn 
to build. Architecturally, the wall is as 
brutal as its existence is shocking. Yet, 
all along, it is decorated with graffiti, 
suggesting that people’s spirits 
remain indomitable, however hard 
life is. The Wall is a monument to 
fear, and a complex history of terror 
inflicted on both sides. 

Pray for those who are driven by fear, rather than love. Pray for a just 
and lasting peace , however hard that is to imagine. 




Fine furniture for church and home 

Ronald Emmett 

01935 891033 ronald@emett.co.uk 
Visit me at 

www.ronaldemettfurniture.com 
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4ELROSE BOOKS 
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Established 1969 

l( , SEEKSNEW 

|\\ M\NU9CRIPIS IN 
ALL SUBJECTS 

For an appraisal contact 
Melrose Books (Ref:TD ) 

>mas' Place, Ely, Cambridgeshire CB7 4GG 

Telephone: 

01353 646608 

Email: info(a)melrosebooks.co.uk 




T he Wall severely limits the 

lives of those who live behind 
it. It cuts clean across roads, 
routes that have existed for years. So 
while it used to be possible to walk 
from Bethany to Jerusalem in five 
minutes, now a massive diversion is 
required. Queues begin to form at 4 
a.m. of workers trying to get to work 
at 8 a.m. It’s never quite certain 
whether travel permits will be 
granted to allow passage through the 
military checkpoints. 

Pray for all those who want to work, 
but cannot. Remember those whose livelihoods are threatened by difficult 
political or economic times. 





T his iconic picture is taken from the Mount of Olives, 

looking across the valley to the city of Jerusalem. It is taken 
through the window of the church that marks the spot 
where Jesus wept over the city: Dominus Flevit. From here it is 
just a short walk to the Garden of Gethsemane where Jesus 
prayed through the night, and wrestled with what lay ahead 
before his betrayal and arrest. 



Give thanks that there is nothing so difficult facing us that Jesus 
cannot understand. Pray for strength for those facing trouble and sadness 
this Christmas. 



T his church, St Peter in Gallicantu, 
commemorates Peter’s denial of 
Jesus. Incredibly, Jesus’s great 
champion denied him not once, but 
three times. Peter the Rock became Peter 
the Pebble. And then the cock crowed. 
Only hours earlier, Peter had promised 
Jesus his love. Now he stabbed him in the 
heart. The adventure that started out so 
well had all gone horribly wrong. Jesus 
was betrayed and would now die a lonely 
death upon the cross. 

Pray for those who feel burdened by sin or 
who are paying a heavy price for past mistakes. 
Pray that they may come to know God’s 
forgiveness. 





A t the end of our pilgrimage we 
celebrated the Eucharist at the 
Ecce Homo Convent in Jerusalem. 

We walked the Via Dolorosa, in Jesus’s 
footsteps, all ending at the Church of the 
Holy Sepulchre, where we joined in the 
Easter Greeting: ‘Alleluia, Christ is risen! 

He is risen indeed: Alleluia.’ We 
celebrated the end of one story - the 
empty cross - and the beginning of 
another - our own - as the pilgrimage 
continues in our own lives. ‘Peace be with 
you,’ said Jesus when he appeared to his 
disciples. Peace is the gift that Jesus gives us all. 



Give thanks for the Prince of Peace this Christmas. 



NEW 

AUTHORS 

PUBLISH VOUR BOOK 
ALL SUBJECTS INVITED 

FICTION. NON FICTION, 
BIOGRAPHY/MEMOIR, HISTORICAL, 
POETRY. SPIRITUAL/SELF-HELP, 
RELIGIOUS 

WRITE OR SEND 
YOUR MANUSCRIPT TO: 

ATHENA PRESS 

QUEEN S HOUSE, 

2 HOLLY ROAD, 
TWICKENHAM 
TW1 4EG, ENGLAND 

www.athenapress.com 

info@athenapress.com 



looking 
for holiday 
ideas? 
See The 
Directory 
feature on 




Independent Examination of Annual 
Chanty and P.C.C. accounts. 

Qualified Examiner available 
(Fellow of the Association of Charity 
Inrifipflnflfirtf hKaminfina). 

Mcmtesr fees. 

Generous time given. 

Nnv'd. A. A. ClRmunt*. IrI: D1 257 27 17H2 

E-mail: fr_alan@btlnternei.com 



Personal Assistant Required for 
retired educator, in Central 
Oxford, 41/2 hrs. every fortnight. 
Absolutely no nursing - we work 
together. Pleasant atmosphere; 
pay increase after 2 months. Two 
impeccable ref.’s required. 

OI865-722-087 



cornercube ltd 

dmign & illuntralwn 



■ ml HJtillimi 

Flyer design 
from 

only £60 

when you 
mention this ad 

uuoiuj.cornercube.co.uk ^ 

Tessa Tailor * Ies5a@cernercube.c0.uk 

Mob: 07752 7^0271 * Tel: OlhSM 440503 




To advertise in The Door 
call Roy on 01752 225623 
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The Choir of Magdalen College, Oxford 



rounded in 14S0, the Choir oi Magdalen College, Oxford, is one of the five ancient choral foundations 
of Oxford and Cambridge, In addition to their regular services during term time, the choir of men and 
boys enjoys an international reputation with a busy schedule of tours, broadcasts and concerts. Alongside 
a number of critically acclaimed recordings they have performed at the BBC Proms and on tour across 
Europe, japan and America, 

Cenerous Scholarships worth two thirds of the school fees are available for boys to attend Magdalen Col- 
lege School, itself one of the top schools in the country. With no boarding, hoys get to live at home whilst 
enjoying a world-class music and academic education. 

Choral and Organ Scholarships are available to undergraduate members of the College reading for Univer- 
sity degrees in a wide range of subj ects. 

Eor more information, or to arrange an informal interview and audition, please contact Jacky Barratt, 
Chapel and Choir PA, 



HEYTHROP COLLEGE 
University of London 



MA IN CHRISTIAN SPIRITUALITY 









The Choir of Magdalen College | Oxford ] 0X1 4AU 

+44 ((f) 1 KhS | choir@tn™gf(-£.>x,ac,uk | www.tna@4^>x,ac r uk 



The MA in Christian Spirituality isan opportunity to examine the spiritual 
tradition* of Christianity. In their historical and contemporary forms, and to 
develop the ability to understand and evaluate the language, ideas and 
forms of Christian spirituality. 



Hcythrop has a scries of Postgraduate Open Evenings starting on 
Wednesday 26 January 201 1 



For further information on Postgraduate Programmes or Open Evenings 
visit www.heythrop.ae.uk 



IIFYTUROP Cni l.ECF liniwrsily ol~ I nririnri 
Kensington Square. London W B GUN Tel: 020 7795 GGOG 1 ax: 020 7795 4200 
emai I : ad m issionsptf @ h ey tlirop, a c.uk wwvdt ey t h ro p .ac.u k 



A melons activity 



Deciding on a school for your children is a tremendously important choice. 

In many cases a child’s primary and secondary education can have 
repercussions throughout life. 

With growing concerns surrounding much of education in Britain today, it should come as little 
surprise that Christian schools maintain their popularity with parents, providing a strong spiritual 
and moral basis in all that they do. The more disciplined style of education seems to bear fruit and 
their academic results continue to impress and in many cases improve. 

Faith based schools, often have waiting lists or entrance examinations to help them maintain their 
standards of excellence, or offer open days for parents and prospective pupils to look around at what 
is on offer. The early months of the year often have entrance examinations or open days for the 
following September’s intake. Most schools will give parents the option to look around outside of 
open days through an appointment through the school secretary. 

It’s a very similar story with further education and whilst many students may have already 
decided on a university or college to attend from the autumn semester, some will still be looking for 
a course and others will start planning for next year. 

A lot of prayer and advice will be undertaken in deciding what path to follow, even when inherent 
talents seem to make the choice a little more obvious. For younger Christians the path may have 
already been discussed when choosing subjects for A levels but for many older Christians starting a 
course could well be a part of a change in life’s direction. 

There’s also the choice of college. For many, some time away from home at university can be a 
time of self-discovery and growing, although others may well prefer somewhere closer to home. 

This can be due to the commitments such as family responsibilities or commitments to the local 
church or other organisations. Travelling times are also quicker a boon for most students. 

For all the challenge of full time study should prove to be rewarding and fulfilling. 

Other ways of learning 



The way in which we view education has changed considerably over the years with an increasing 
emphasis being placed on ‘Lifelong Learning’ for people of all ages and abilities. 

Christians can take part in this process through courses at universities and colleges or through one 
of the increasing number of distance learning courses, which can be studied for at home as well as 
part-time and short break courses. 

One college offering a range of courses which may well appeal to Christians is Heythrop. The 
specialist College of the University of London, Heythrop College offers undergraduate, postgraduate 
taught and research degrees in Theology, Philosophy and combinations of these with Psychology. 
Many of these can be studied either full or part-time. 

By virtue of its specialist character, Heythrop provides a unique learning environment. In 
particular, the College offers an unusually high level of personal supervision through the running of 
a one-to-one tutorial system.The Heythrop Library is one of the oldest and most important libraries 
of its kind in the UK. 



Heythrop is a small, friendly college with nearly 1000 undergraduate and postgraduate students 
and an attractive, self-contained site, with a hall of residence, in Kensington Square, an oasis of 
calm in one of the world's busiest capital cities, yet within a minute's walk of the underground, 
buses, cafes, bars, cinemas and high-street stores. 

There are many other colleges which offer the subject of Theology through distance learning, and 
is ideal for students with commitments, which stop them being involved in full time education. For 
some, Distance Learning offers the opportunity to take a specialist subject to a new level. 

Of course, it is not just Theology that will be of interest to Christians. There are many other 
subjects and skills that can enable them to become more efficiently involved in the work of the 
Church or within society at large. 



These can involve anything from secretarial skills to counselling. Developing artistic abilities can 
also be put to good use in the service of God. 



open day 
1 2 february 
2011 



The real message of Lifelong Learning is that it is never too late to learn a new skill, or study a 
new subject or to re-investigate the opportunity 
to study a subject that for some reason or another 
had to be dropped in the past. 

Lectures and discussion groups enliven our 
minds, giving us both an education and 
entertainment at the same time. There really is 
always something new to learn and the process of 
learning keeps us more aware of the world 
around us. 

wycliffe hall 
oxford 



find out more 
about us and 
courses on offer 





booking is 
essential book 
online now 



www.wycliffe.ox.ac.uk 

01 865 274205 
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The Door post 



Courses, training, conferences & workshops in January 2011 

The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is designed to be 
hung on church noticeboards. Please send your events to doorpost@oxford.anglican.org 
or by post to Church House. The deadline for the February 2011 issue is 7 January 2011. 

SATURDAY 1 JANUARY FRIDAY 28 JANUARY 



ABINGDON: Christian Aid New Year’s Day Walk 
starting at Christ Church, Northcourt Road, 
Abingdon 0X1 4 1 PL at 1 0am. Distance is 6.5 
miles across Boars Hill and Sunningwell. Please 
bring plastic bags to put over your boots to 
protect the floor at the refreshment stop. Details 
from Jessica on 01 865 24681 8 or 
jhall@christian-aid.org 

SATURDAY 15 JANUARY 

ABINGDON: St Helen’s Church. A perform- 
ance of the children’s opera Amahl and the 
Night Visitors. Free adminission. Begins at 7pm. 
Details susan.scott21 @btinternet.com 

SATURDAY 22 JANUARY 



MAIDENHEAD: Waltham St Lawrence Parish 
Church at 7.30pm to 8.30pm. The Reading male 
voice choir. Tickets £1 0 (under 1 6s £5). Tel: 
0118 940 3209 for details and tickets. 

SUNDAY 23 JANUARY 



DORCHESTER ABBEY: Taize@7. Informal 
worship begins at 7pm. Details 01865 340007. 



FINGEST: Hambleden Valley, near Henley. 
Healing service with laying on of hands and 
anointing at Holy Communion at 1 0.1 5am. 
Details 01 491 571231. 

OXFORD: Unicorn Group open meeting. All 
welcome. Bishop Kallistos of the Greek 
Orthodox Church on the Divine Light. To be held 
at 1 Canterbury Road, North Oxford from 
1 2.30pm (begins at 1 pm) until 2pm. 

WEDNESDAY 26 JANUARY 



DIDCOT: Plough Wednesday annual training 
day on rural and agricultural issues will be held at 
Field Farm, Hadden Hill, Didcot 0X1 1 9BJ from 
1 0am - 4pm. Booking is essential before the 
deadline of 1 9 January. Details from 
glynpe@tiscali.co.uk 

SATURDAY 29 JANUARY 



OXFORD: Quiet Day at Campion Hall, Oxford. 
Father Nicholas King, SJ ‘ The gap between 
Christmas and Easter’. Looking at connections 
between Nativity and Resurrection. Begins at 
1 0.30am until 4.30pm. Details from 01 865 
276214 or email precentor@hotmail.co.uk 



Childrens outreach at Cathedral 




This term’s Outreach Concert by Christ Church Cathedral School took place for the first time in the 
Great Hall. Children from Wootton, Radley, Sunningwell and Church Cowley Primary Schools joined 
with the Cathedral Choristers to perform a rousing selection of songs. Pic by KT Bruce. 



Courses & special events 

Tuesday 25 January: Nurturing Children’s 
Spirituality training day from 9.45am - 2.30pm 
at Diocesan Church House. A chance to 
explore the nature of a child’s spirituality. 
Suitable for anyone involved in the life of a 
child. Led by the Diocesan Children’s Adviser. 
Cost £10 including lunch and refreshments. 
Details from 01 865 208257 or 
carolyn.main@oxford.anglican.org 



Saturday 29 January: The Causeway 
Prospects team are running this interactive 
course preparing those interested in ministering 
to people with learning disabilities for worship, 
teaching, and running Causeway groups. 

Venue: St Andrew’s Church, Linton Road, 
Oxford 0X2 6UG. Details 01 18 951 6978. 

Spring Term 2011 Learning for Discipleship 
and Ministry courses: This is a rolling 
programme of courses that is open to all 
learners of any denomination. It educates for 
lay discipleship, Licensed Lay Ministry, Local 



Ministry ordinands and other Authorised 
Ministries. The courses begin in January. For 
details of all the courses phone 01 865 208277 
or email sheila.townsend@oxford.anglican.org 

Core Skills - Children and Community: 
Saturday 29 January in the Milton Keynes 
area (venue tbc) from 9.30am - 12.30pm. 

Training for those leading and helping in their 
church children’s ministry . This session is 
about children in the community and how we 
can serve, reach and nurture them better. 
Details from carolyn.main@oxford.anglican.org 



Services at Christ Church Cathedral 

Sundays: 8am Holy Communion; 10am Matins 
(coffee in Priory Room); 1 1 .15am Sung 
Eucharist; 6pm Evensong. 

Weekdays: 7.15am Morning prayer; 7.35am 
Holy Communion; 1pm Wednesday only Holy 
Communion; 6pm Evensong (Thursday Sung 
Eucharist 6pm). 

After Eight - time to reflect, time to pray: 
Contemporary liturgies for mind and spirit on 
Sundays at 8pm. 

Tel: 01865 276155 www.chch.ox.ac.uk 



OUT NOWI 

Winter Issue 

of The Son 

The Son is a proactive, provocative and uncompromising newspaper 
which aims to put Jesus back at the centre of society. Written and 
presented in an easy to read tabloid style, based on the UK's biggest 
circulation newspapers, The Son is an ideal tool to reach friends, 
neighbours or groups. 

The Winter issue of The Son includes stories on model Mandy Smith, 
former wife of Rolling Stone Bill Wyman, Casualty actress Adjoa Andoh 
and Hollywood star Gary Busey. J .John asks 'What is the X-Factor?' 
and there's sporting stories on rugby ace Ugo Monye, Fulham striker 
Clint Dempsey and motor racing's Al Unser J r. It's an ideal tool for 
outreach. Why not use The Son to reach your community? 
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Join us for a 14-night cruise in the company of other Christians, 
including celebrity guests who will talk about their faith in a series of 
stimulating interviews. Your cruise will take you to some fascinating 
destinations where you 1 II be able to visit key attractions, hidden gems 
and places of religious interest on included excursions. While on 
board you’ll be able to take part in praise and worship, quiet time and 
ref faction. Pam Rhodes, who will join both of our Christian cruises, will 
also host an on-board ‘Songs of Praise'. 



Adriatic Explorer 

14 nights from £21 49* 
Departing April 1 , 201 1 

Join Bishop Tom Butler, broadcaster 
Ernie Rea, and entertainers Dana, Pam 
Rhodes and Syd Little on this cruise 
that uncovers the history of Christianity 
in the Adriatic and Aegean Seas 
visiting Venice, Corfu, Ilea (for Delphi}, 
Piraeus (for Athens) and more. 

Cruise code: 48STU. 



spiritof 

adventure 

we get you closer 



Celtic Legends 

14 nights from £1699 + 
Departing July 21 , 201 1 

Discover the history of Christianity in the 
British Isles on a cruise accompanied 
by former Archbishop of Canterbury, 
Lord Carey, broadcaster Ernie Rea, 
and entertainers Paul Jones and Fiona 
Hendtey Jones, Frank Williams, Pam 
Rhodes and Janey Lee Grace. Sailing 
from Dover, MV Spirit of Adventure will 
visit the west coast of England, Ireland, 
Iona, the Orkneys and Guernsey. 

Cnilse code: 55STU. 



These cruises include... 

• Christian tour leaders. 

• A series of inspirational talks 
and prayers. 

• Celebrity entertainment 

• A tailor-made excursion at each port, 

• Return economy scheduled flights from 
Heathrow on Adriatic Explorer, plus al l 
airport taxes, fees and charges. 

• Car parking at your UK departure port 
or airport. 

• Return transport between your 
overseas airport and ship, 
where applicable. 

• Wine with lunch and dinner. 

• Porterage of your luggage at the port. 

• All port taxes. 

• All meeds on board plus morning: coffee, 
afternoon tea and 24-hour room 
service. 

• All on-board gratuities, 

• Entertainment and activities. 

■ Welcome and farewell cocktail parties. 



For further information or to book call FREE on 0800 300 432 quoting ZLJ01 

Lines are open 9am-7pm Monday to Friday and 9am-5pm at weekends. 

Alternatively, book online at spiritofatfventure.co.uk* 



Cruise aboard MV Spirit of Adventure 



f Price based on a guaranteed Inside cabin where you will receive your cabin number shortly before sailing, and not at the time of 
booking. Further terms and conditions apply. Please call for details. Fares are correct at the time of going to print and are subject to 
availability and change. ‘Please note: cabin guarantees and some offers cannot be booked online. This is not a brochure. 

Terms and conditions apply. SHA6450a (published December 2010). 



®ABTA 
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Exciting Features planned for 2011 

The Door is one of six Anglican newspapers published by Cornerstone Vision. 

With 35,500 copies printed monthly, excluding August, The Door offers a 
wonderful opportunity to reach the Anglican Diocese of Oxford with details of 
your goods and services. 

Taking in major cities and towns including Oxford, Abingdon, Reading, Maidenhead, Aylesbury and 
Milton Keynes, the Door is circulated through Oxfordshire, Berkshire and Buckinghamshire. 

Our regular advertising features offer an excellent opportunity to reach our readers with a discounted 
rate (when compared to the Media Pack rate). 

For organisations who serve a broader area than The Door Cornerstone offers other titles in the group 
which might also be of benefit. Covering the Diocese of Salisbury, The Sarum Link offers 30,000 
copies through way over 500 parishes. Also available are The Wey in the Guildford Diocese; The 
Pompey Chimes covering Portsmouth Diocese including the Isle of Wight; Rochester Link covers the 
Rochester Diocese whilst the Diocese of Chelmsford is covered by The Month. 

Features planned for 2011 include: Education, Care for the Elderly, Fairtrade and Lent in February. 
March sees Equip Yourselves for Life, a focus on further education; plus Retreats and Quiet Breaks. A 
look at Care and Mobility is planned for April together with another look at Education and our first 
Places to Visit focus of the year. 

May gives an opportunity for exhibitors at the CRE at Sandown Park make themselves known to 
those who will be visiting the major exhibition. In fact there are all sorts of focussed opportunities 
throughout the year to advertise. 

To receive a full features list or to discuss how we can be of service to you, give our 
sales team a call on 01752 225623. 




PRINCESS CRUISES 

escape completely - 



SPECTACULAR U.S.A. CRUISE OFFERS 

FEATURING INCREDIBLE LAS VEGAS 






Mexican Riviera 

12 nights departing 15th March 20 11 
on the Sapphire Princes 



My UK tax Vtrgtue - 4 nights f.as r 'egtrt 
hotel stay - i ly f* sx Vtrgtix / fjjx Angeles ■ 
Parria latlaria - Muzatbiti - 
C 'afro Son iitisas - f ox Angeles My UK 



PRICES FROM £1239 



Panama canal 



20 inglils dqwimg 2 1 ftt Scpicrnhcr 201 1 
on the Island Princess 



Fly UK Jms f egos - 4 flights Las T egos 
hotel .stay - Fly I ms F egas I ms A ngeles - 
Puerto Quetzal - Puntarenas - 
Fuerte Ammior - Panama Canal - 
( 'artage mi - Fart iMudcrdctle Fly UK 



PRICES FROM £2199 



Alaskan fiords 

1 5 nights departing Miy - August 2011 
oil ilic Sea Princess 



I i i i c.__ 



"Ii 



’- 11 



rly UK tax Yvgtix - 4 nights I, as legos 
hotel stay - Fly t ux Vkgtix Suit Frunaisim - 
I Ketf.hikun - Jutw.au i - tty Strait Point - Tracy 
Arm - Victoria - Suit t rawest sen My fjK 



PRICES FROM £1799 




Hi Autosave, 






how can I help you?” 



For helpful, friendly, impartial advice, call Autosave, 
your trusted team with over 25 years experience 
selling cars to the Christian community. 




Hassle free car 
buying from 
Autosave 

Prices start from £3,999. 
New, nearly new and used 
Any make, any model 
Great prices, great savings 
Part exchange welcome 
Finance available 



i *>**..* , i 51 rar 



CALL: 0845 122 6902 aUtOSaVG f 

OR VISIT: WWW.AJTOSAVECO.UK 



CHURCH TIMES 

the UK’s leading Christian weekly 

Receive a FREE 
copy of Rowan 
Williams’ For All 

That Has Seen, 
Thanks when 
you subscribe 
to the Church 
Times for £65 



Each week, the Church Times bring you the news stories 
that matter, plus Incisive comment on everything that is 
new En the Church - UK and abroad. Join more than 
6O h O0O readers reading the Church Times every week by 
subscribing today. 

In your FREE book worth £14.99. Rowan Williams, 
writing In partnership with the bestselling Benedictine 
author Joan ChEttister, explores the meaning of a word 
often spoken in Christian worship, but rarely considered: 
what are we doing when we say the word 'Alleluia 1 ? 

To find out more about tills special offer and 
other benefits: 

Call: 01 603 785 91 1 

Visit out* website; www.churchtimes.co.uk 
Email:subs@churohtimes. co.uk 

CTleDR 
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Standard terms and conditions apply* Prices and availability are subject to change without notice. All prices (pounds sterling) shown are per person \ ppj, 
based on two people sharing. Offers include flights, port taxes and current fuel surcharges, hotel stays on a b&h basis kwh ere specili edj^iid Uajis Jjgrs* ^ 

Conti filiations are subject to availability at the time of booking. Itineraries may differ. 



if 2^253^ 



#ABTA 

The Travel Association 



I AT A 






These oilers have been created h> Voyana Etd &. Peter Goord Travel 
* Itinerary may vary depending upon departure dale 



For more information call Peter Goord Travel on 

0800 0481 055 



FEATURING SPECIAL DEPARTURES FROM 

EXETER & BRISTOL 



MALAGA ROUNDTR1P 



10 nights departing May - Sept 201 1 
on the Adventure of the Seas 

Fly UK / Malaga - Valencia - Rome - 
Florence / Pisa - Ajaccio - Malaga / Fly UK 

INCLUDES: 3 nights hotel stay in 4* 

El Fuerte Miramar Spa hotel. Marbella 



PRICES FROM £999 PP 



Mallorca roundtrip 



1 1 nights departing May - Sept 201 1 
on the Grandeur of the Seas 



Fly UK / Palma de Mallorca - Barcelona - Ibiza - 
Malaga - Gibraltar - Palma de Mallorca / Fly UK 

INCLUDES: 4 nights hotel stay in 4* 

Hotel llletas, Mallorca 



PRICES FROM £939 PP 



■j/ RoyalCaribbean j CRUISE THE 

MEDITERRANEAN 
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Letters 




Comment 

by John Pritchard 




Walking 
backwards into 
Christmas 



B ethlehem, October. I’m here 

with a couple of other pilgrims 
and we want to get into the 
cave beneath the Church of 
the Nativity where, by tradition, Jesus 
was actually born. (What - no stable? 
Well, there’s no mention of it in the 
gospel stories. A manger is mentioned, 
but a manger could have been in the 
cave where animals were usually kept 
beneath ordinary houses. Who knows 
precisely?) 

We arrive at the steps by which people 
come up out of the cave. There’s a 
huge queue up to the steps where 
people go into the cave on the other 
side of the altar. What shall we do? Shall 
we sneak in the wrong way - go in 
backwards? Yes, why not? We won’t get 
in anyone’s way. 

We go down into the cave with its 
walls black from the smoke of a million 
candles. Oil lamps hang above the 
hallowed spot, marked by a fourteen- 
pointed star, where Jesus may have been 
born that silent night. The fourth 
century builders of the church may well 
have been guided by good local 
knowledge dating back to the 
beginning. So we went down into the 
cave by the wrong route. But is that 
really possible? Surely it doesn’t matter 
how we get there as long as we arrive at 
the manger, bow the knee and give 
thanks. 

We come to Christmas from all 
directions. Some with firm belief and 
deep joy; some with questions and 
doubts; some with wistful memories; 
some with weary hearts. But we all 
arrive at December 25th by some route 
or other and the door of the cave is 
always open, whichever way we’ve come. 

The Christmas cave has a welcome 
sign on the door: ‘Welcome - all the 
world’. We need never feel that we are 
excluded from the cave (or stable!) of 
God’s love. It’s an ‘open-access’ cave for 
all time, and for all time. People have 
turned up at Christmas, just to look in 
and make sure that Jesus is still there. 
They may not stay long, but they need 
to know that God is still committed to 
his world. The inn may be full, but 
there’s room in the cave for all 

humanity. Will you go in? 

The Rt Revd John Pritchard is Bishop of Oxford. 




Something new 




Thought for 
the month 

by David Winter 



‘ They found the child lying in the manger. 9 
Luke 2: 16. 

L ast Sunday there were two 
tiny babies in our church, 
both of them just three 
weeks old. While the rest of 
us drank coffee afterwards, 
one of the dads proudly fed his little 
son with a bottle of milk. 

It was Advent Sunday, the first day of 
the Church ‘s new year, and it seemed so 
right to have with us two tiny 
representatives of what it means to be 
‘new’. The fact of Christmas and New 
Year coming so closely together helps to 
emphasise this element of ‘newness’. Of 
course no one has the slightest idea 
what day of the year Jesus was born on - 
why, we can’t even be sure about the 
year (the favourite estimate is 5BC, 
which made the millennium a bit late!). 

But of course he was born, and we can 
be pretty sure that it happened in 
Bethlehem, ‘David’s city’. Whenever it 
happened, when he was born a new 
person had come into the world. That’s 
the wonder of birth - the newness. Here 
is a person who simply didn’t exist a 
year ago, but is now lying there kicking 
his or her legs in the air and crying for 
milk. 



We give the baby a name, register the 
birth, have a ‘christening’. Aunts and 
uncles and cousins come to greet the 
new member of the family, and 
grandparents swell with pride and 
protectiveness. This is a whole new life, 
full of potential. Who knows, it may be a 
new Bach, or Beckham, Einstein or Kiri 
te Kanawa! 

' Newness is part of the 
wonder of Christmas . 5 



Newness is part of the wonder of 
Christmas, because it celebrates a birth. 
When the divine became human, it was 
not as a grown man or woman, but as a 
baby. God began at the beginning! The 
baby in the manger kicked his legs and 
cried for milk, utterly dependent on the 
adults who cared for and protected him. 
Whatever way you look at it, this was a 
new idea of divinity. The world had 
known many gods, but never one that 
took a risk like that! ‘See’, God says, ‘I 
am making everything new’ (Revelation 
21:5). Bethlehem was a whole new start 
in the story of God and the human race. 
And as Christmas slides into New Year, 
we can share in that newness. 

‘O holy Child of Bethlehem, Descend to us, 
we pray; Cast out our sin and enter in, Be 
born in us today. ‘ 

Canon David Winter is a former Dicoesan Adviser on 
Evangelism, former BBC head of religious affairs, a 
broadcaster and author of many books. 
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Audio version 



Sight impaired 
people can now 
get a free audio 
version of 
The Door by 
contacting 
Graham 

Winterbourne on 

01884 840285 



Comings and Goings - 

The Revd Teresa Ward will take up 
post as Chaplain at Katherine House 
Hospice; The Red David McLeod will 
take up post as Associate Minister in 
Wokingham St Sebastian; The Revd 
Paul Collins will take up post as 
Chaplain at RAF Cranwell; The Revd 
Peter Rich will take up post as House 
for Duty Vicar at Stone with Dinton and 
Hartwell; The Revd Tony 



& comment 



LETTERS 



Gambling 

I read the note on page five of the 
December Door about the National 
Lottery fund’s offer of grants for building 
projects. I assume some churches may 
be applying. 

I believe my church is strongly against 
any form of gambling. I think it would be 
immoral to use money that has come 
from gullible people who think buying a 
lottery ticket gives them a good chance 
of getting something for nothing. I 
would be interested to hear the views of 
other readers, including those looking 
for financial support of such a project. 

Don Hinson , Emmanuel Church, 
Chesham. 



IN BRIEF 



Having a ball 




A CANDLELIT ball at St Michael and 
All Angels, Beaconsfield, raised 
£1 0,000 towards a project to raise 
£21 5,000 for a Community and Church 
Resource Centre. 

More than 1 70 people attended and 
the church looked breathtaking during 
the event, while remaining in the 
embrace of God’s presence. 

Competition Winners 

Mrs Shaw from Thame, Mrs 
Woods from Woodcote and K 
Gutteridge from High Wycombe 
were the winners of the 
competition featured in the 
December issue of The Door. 
They have all won a copy of 
‘Countdown to Christmas with 
Timothy Bear' by Brian Sears. 

Cannon has resigned as Team Vicar at 
Chipping Norton; The Revd Anthony 
Lury has resigned as Assistant Curate 
at The Churn. The following have been 
given permission to officiate: The Rt 
Revd Stephen Pickard; The Revd 
Prof Ernest Nicholson. We recall with 
sadness the death of The Revd Edwin 
Chapman (Rector at Swyncombe with 
Britwell Salome 1989-1997). 
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God in the life of. . . 



A Wise Man 






This wise man is from the Aldermaston Nativity Play. Pic: Ange Boott 



Father Michael Smith puts 
himself in the robes of King 
Melchior on his journey to 
meet God in the form of the 
new born Jesus. 

G od to me, an old academic, 
is like a comfortable pair of 
slippers. My friends and I 
talk about lots of new 
fangled ideas and theories, 
but we usually end up talking about God 
and we love it. No one has ever 
encapsulated God in a neat description, 
or a clever equation, but that doesn’t 
stop us trying. 

We often meet to eat fine food, drink 
good wine and talk about what we are 
reading and thinking. We have a great 
time discussing questions like, ‘What 
does God look like?’ We talked about it 
for hours; does God have substance or is 
God only spirit? Is it possible for us to 
know what God looks like? Do we need 
to know what God looks like? Does God 
want to be seen? These questions kept us 
happily occupied for weeks. 

‘...God was going to be 
revealed soon, somewhere in 
Judea. ’ 



Then one day, in great excitement, 
Balthazar called us all together. He had 
been reading scripture, observing the 
stars and doing some calculations and had 
become convinced that God was going to 
be revealed soon, somewhere in Judea. 

“Fascinating,” I said as I ate another 
samosa, washing it down with a large 
swig of wine, “That will be interesting to 
hear about .... if it ever happens.” “What 
do you mean, ‘if it ever happens?”’ 
Clearly my scepticism displeased 
Balthazar. “Look it’s here in scripture 
and in my calculations, you tell me 
what’s wrong with my reasoning.” 



“Let’s not fall out chaps,” Caspar hated 
conflict, “I think we should go and 
investigate.” “What? You think we should 
go looking for this divine revelation 
when we don’t know exactly where it is 
going to happen? You’re supposed to be 
wise ! And anyway what about the 
scripture that says that anyone who looks 
on God will be destroyed?” 

To be honest, I just didn’t want to go. I 
was happy staying at home and talking 
about God, I didn’t want to go and 
actually find God. I was very comfortable 
in my academic arguments. I was afraid 
that if I saw God I might actually have to 
climb off my nice comfortable fence. 

“Come on Melchior, maybe God isn’t 
just a subject for debate and discussion? 
Any true academic should always want to 
find out more and if God is going to be 
made manifest do you want to be the 
wise man who missed it because he 
preferred to stay at home eating samosas 



and drinking wine? I put the samosa 
down. Caspar could be quite convincing. 
‘You win,” I said, “when do we leave?” 

Days later, tired, thirsty, hungry and 
covered with dust we reached Jerusalem. 
I was feeling rather smug, I had been 
right, this trip had been a waste of time, 
God was nowhere to be seen and would 
remain, in the life of Melchior, a subject 
for debate and discussion. I looked 
forward to returning to my comfortable 
home and fence. 

“I am going to see Herod and ask if he 
knows where God is to be revealed,” 
Balthazar said surprisingly. Wise men 
don’t usually ask for directions! 
Eventually, late at night we found 
ourselves in what appeared to be a God- 
forsaken little village on the outskirts of 
Jerusalem. I was convinced our quest 
was over - if God was going to be 
revealed anywhere, it would not be here. 
Rubbish blew about the dirty, empty 



streets and the smell of animals and 
humanity assaulted me at every turn. 
“Come on Balthazar, admit it, God isn’t 
here. Clearly you have misinterpreted 
scripture and you’re not the 
mathematician you thought you were. 
Let’s go home.” 

Balthazar suddenly stopped and then 
approached a drab looking inn. We 
followed, perhaps he was going to book 
us in after all those nights on the road. 
But, walking past the front door, he 
slipped down an alley to a stable. 

And that’s when we saw God. 

I’d like to describe clouds, trumpets, 
angels, incense and tell you that we fell 
to our knees in shock and awe at the 
glory and magnificence of what we 
beheld. But all we saw was a mother, a 
father and a baby. 

In the moonlight I saw fear and pain 
in the eyes of the mother, anxiety and 
pride in the eyes of the father. I couldn’t 
tell what was in the eyes of the baby 
because they were scrunched up as he 
yelled out letting his mother know he 
was hungry. We saw vulnerability, 
weakness, poverty, uncertainty, but above 
all we saw love. 

Unconditional love. Love binding 

‘We saw vulnerability, 
weakness, poverty but above 
all we saw love. ’ 



these three people together in a bond 
that would and could never be broken. 

So here was God. Not a sophisticated 
solution to an academic question after 
all, but love, lived and shared. 

The time for academic banter was 
over, my comfortable fence cracked, 
broke and turned to dust. I moved 
forward and asked if I could hold the 
child. Carefully I took him and carried 
him to my friends, whispering as I kissed 
his forehead, “My Lord and my God.” 
Melchoir was one of the Three Kings/Wise 
Men from the nativity story. Father Michael 
Smith is vicar of the Cookhams. 
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We exist to promote the 
Book of Common Prayer 
Why not join us? 



WT,w.pbs.org.uk 

Tel: 01 183 842582 
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SMC Ltd 

Ecclesiastical Solar Panels 

Free Electricity 

use what you make and save on bills 

25 years guaranteed income 

Feed-in-tarifrs on top of bill savings 

Sell back what you don't use 

generate even more income 

01367 710152 

pv@smconsult.co.uk www.smconsult.co.uk 



APPROVED INSTALLER 
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Tired of Watching 
Christians Living Broken 
Lives? Learn How You 
Can Change That! 



www.NeverEverTheSame.com/training 



Ellel Ministries +44 (0) 1252 797 340 

To advertise call 01752 225623 



TAYLORS 

(OF OXFORD) 

R0BEM AKERS 

AND ACCESSORIES 
Clerical, Academic, Legal Wear 
and Robemakers 
109 COWLEY ROAD 
OXFORD 0X4 1HU 
TEL & FAX: (01865) 722022 
www.taylorsofoxford.com 
• Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and Cottas 
•Albs • Stocks • Vergers and Preaching Gowns 
• Preaching Scarves • Stoles • Hoods 
• Girdles and Cinctures • Shirts and much more 
ACADEMIC • LEGAL • CIVIC • ECCLESIASTICAL 



Leadcraft 

Sained Glass Studio 




SIAINED GLASS ARTISTS 
AND CRAFTSMEN 

Traditional leaded lights made and 
repaired. 

Specialists in reproduction of hand painted 
and decorative glass for windows and 
doors and also internal window cleaning 

Ecclesiastical and Residential 



3 Malthouse Lane, Reading RG1 7JA 
Tel: 0118 956 8534 
Fax: 0118 957 5865 



www.leadcraftstainedglass.co.u 
By appointment only 








